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Thanks to all HLIA members for your
support in 2012. To renew your HLIA
membership for 2013, or to join for the
first time, please:




HLIA Annual Meeting

Gary Holton, Treasurer, HLIA
2219 Blue Goose Drive
Fennville, MI 49408

The HLIA annual meeting was held June 30,
2012 at the Fennville Public Library.
John Lerg, former Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) Wildlife Biologist,
spoke about the mute swan program
launched by the Michigan DNR and the
Michigan Department of Agriculture. The
goal of this program is to reduce the mute
swan population throughout Michigan.
HLIA was asked to participate in the
program, and at the February 9, 2012 Board
of Directors’ meeting it was decided by
unanimous vote to do so.
(Please see HLIA Annual Meeting, cont’d on next
page.)

Write a check for $20.00 payable to
HLIA. (Dues are now tax deductible.)
Complete the enclosed Membership
Application form.
Send the completed form and check
to:

With your membership in HLIA, you will
receive:




Twice-yearly HLIA newsletter
Subscription to The Michigan
Riparian magazine if desired
Opportunity to vote at the HLIA
annual meeting

Your membership helps HLIA sponsor:





A free summer discovery day camp
for kids
Summer social activities
Boater safety classes and
certification
HLIA membership in the Michigan
Lakes and Streams Association

HLIA Annual Meeting, cont’d
In the spring of 2012 the HLIA Board of
Directors, Clyde Township officials and
Ganges Township officials implemented the
mute swan destruction procedures outlined
by the Michigan DNR.
At the annual meeting, a motion for a
temporary moratorium on mute swan
destruction on Hutchins Lake was approved.
The purpose of the moratorium is to allow
the HLIA Board to survey property owners
regarding their opinions of mute swan
eradication on Hutchins Lake.
To learn more about the mute swan issue,
go to hlia.org. Under Latest News/Mute
Swans at Hutchins Lake, click on Read more
to learn about:
 The mute swan overpopulation
situation in Michigan, and its specific
effects on Hutchins Lake
 The DNR mute swan reduction program
 Background information about the HLIA
Board’s decision to participate in the
DNR mute swan reduction program
 Reasons for continuing to participate in
the DNR mute swan reduction program

Then let the HLIA Board know your opinion
about participating in the DNR program.
See the bottom of the HLIA Membership
Application form included in this newsletter
for your opportunity to register your
opinion about participation in the mute
swan program.

Al Jeffries, of the Allegan County Sheriff’s
Department, Marine Division, reported 82
hours of patrol on Hutchins Lake last year.
He also reported that 122 people were
stopped for lake rules violations. In
addition, he said that the Allegan County
Sheriff’s Department, Traffic Division, was
closely monitoring vehicle traffic on 122nd
Avenue on the south side of the lake for
speeding.
The Hutchins Lake Board (separate from
HLIA) is responsible for control of milfoil in
the lake. Currently, the Hutchins Lake Board
employs one company to identify areas for
weed reduction and a second company to
treat the weeds. John Lindahl
recommended that HLIA ask the Hutchins
Lake Board to get a quote from the Pro Lake
Management Company to carry out both
the identification and treatment
procedures. This motion passed
unanimously.
Bob Renzema and John Lindahl were
unanimously reelected to two-year terms as
president and secretary of HLIA.

HLIA Activities for 2013






Memorial Day Poker Run
Boating Safety Class
Annual Meeting
Fourth of July Boat Parade
Discovery Day Camp

Watch for specific information about these
activities in the Spring/Summer 2013
edition of your HLIA newsletter and on
hlia.org.

Green Strip Buffers
This hint comes from the Glen Lake/Crystal
River Watershed “Stewardship Checklist”,
which was developed in collaboration with
members of the Glenn Lake Association.
Preserve a natural green buffer of native
shrubs, grasses and groundcover along
your lakefront. Such a strip helps:
 filter nutrients, toxic substances and
other pollutants,
 hold soil in place and thus prevent
shoreline erosion,
 reduce nutrient pollution by
absorbing by-products of septic
systems.
A natural green buffer is a much better
filter of nutrients than either a sand beach
or drain rocks.

Aerial Lake Photograph
Three copies of the beautiful Hutchins Lake
aerial photograph are still available. To
order your copy, contact Gary Holton at
269-568-6838 or gholton1941@gmail.com.
The cost of the 20” x 24” photo is $63.00.
Suzanne Holton
Suzanne Holton, a former president of HLIA,
passed away suddenly in November 2012.
Suzanne was a long-time member of the
HLIA Board of Directors, helped to develop
and run the HLIA summer Discovery Day
Camp, and was previously responsible for
the HLIA newsletter. Suzanne represented
lake property owners on the Hutchins Lake
Board. HLIA extends its deepest sympathy
to the family of Suzanne Holton.

Personal Watercraft Law
The new Michigan law for operating
personal water craft (PWC) raises the
minimum age for operating a PWC solo to
16, and raises the minimum age for
operating a PWC with an adult supervisor
on board to 14.

What Is One of the Most Important
Things You Can Do…
…to help maintain the water quality of
Hutchins Lake?
Maintain your septic system in good
working order!
Underperforming septic systems can cause
nitrates and untreated bacteria to flow into
the lake. These nitrates spur the growth of
weeds. The bacteria can be responsible for
E. coli in the lake.
If you have any questions or concerns about
your septic system, contact a licensed septic
systems operator or the Allegan County
Health Department, 269-673-5415, for help
in assessing the situation.

Beezie Bale
Beezie Bale, a former president of HLIA,
passed away in 2012. Beezie was
instrumental in getting the Eurasian milfoil
treatment done by a professional company,
and in getting a special assessment district
established to fund the project. HLIA
extends its deepest sympathy to the Beezie
Bale family.

Birds on Hutchins Lake
John Lerg, long-time member of the HLIA
Board of Directors, conducted a survey of
water-related birds on or near Hutchins
Lake. He conducted his survey on a total of
32 different days in 2012. John’s findings…
Most common sighting: Canada geese, a
total of 740 sightings, with 320 sightings
on a single day—October 5.
Second most common sighting: American
coots (in migration), a total of 367
sightings, with 100 sighted on March 31
and 110 sighted on November 5.

Hutchins Lake Improvement Association
Bob Renzema, President
5988 Eagle Point Drive
Fennville, MI 49408

Mute swans were third at 160 sightings,
mallards fourth at 120 sightings, and ringbilled gulls fifth at 107 sightings.
John explains that the numbers don’t refer
to different individual birds, as he saw and
counted many of the same birds repeatedly
during the 32 different survey days.
Among the more unusual of the 31
different species John sighted on or near
the lake were sandhill cranes; trumpeter
swans; ruddy, wood, and ring-necked
ducks; lesser yellowlegs; bald eagle; and
pileated woodpecker.

